
The recent adoption of the 2009-2013 Financial Plan 
was just the start of the City’s focus on our fi nances this 
year. In the second half of 2009, we’ll be reviewing our 
core services and looking at new revenue opportunities 
and fi nancial strategies that will lessen the impact of the 
economic downturn on our taxpayers. 

We’ll also be developing a strategy to address the 
“infrastructure gap” – the lack of funds set aside to replace 
aging infrastructure, such as pipes and roads, in 20 to 30 
years. It’s similar to saving up to replace the roof on your 
home. We need to start saving now for these large future 
expenses, and Council is taking the bold step of thinking 
beyond our three-year terms to address the long-term needs 
of our community.

This kind of long-term planning is critical to Port 
Coquitlam’s future health and prosperity. You might have 
already heard about our other major planning efforts this 
year, including an Environmental Strategic Plan, Heritage 
Strategic Plan and Corporate Strategic Plan. And early next 
year, we’ll embark on a Master Transportation Plan.

There will be plenty of opportunities for the community 
to get involved and provide input for all of these plans, not 
to mention next year’s fi nancial planning process.

We’re always looking for new ways to engage the 
community, both in setting the direction of our City and in 
maximizing our City services. For example, we’re making 
greater use of online surveys, and we recently launched my 
new blog at www.portcoquitlam.ca/mayor. Keep an eye on 
our website for more opportunities to connect with your City.

You can start getting more involved right now. Get out 
this summer and enjoy everything your 
beautiful City has to offer, from fun 
community events to facilities such as 
parks, pools and trails.

Summer 2009

Mayor Greg Moore

www.portcoquitlam.ca
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Take our survey – and win! 

✂

Complete the survey below to enter a draw 
for a $150 gift certifi cate to TicketMaster – 
redeemable at our local branch at the Outlet in Leigh Square or at any 
branch! Entry deadline is July 6, 2009. 

Please select all that apply:
I prefer to get my City news and information through:

❒ Brochures     ❒ City calendar
❒ E-Update    ❒ Facebook
❒ Leisure Guide   ❒ Local newspaper
❒ Twitter    ❒ Update newsletter (print) 
❒ www.portcoquitlam.ca   ❒ Other:

Fax this form to 604-927-5331, drop it off at any City facility, or 
simply take the survey online at www.portcoquitlam.ca/survey.

Name:               
Email:              Tel: 

City begins environmental planning process
Will your children have the quality of life you 

did? How will climate change affect your life? Is 
clean water important? How should we protect our 
green spaces?

The City of Port 
Coquitlam wants 
to be a leader in 
protecting the environment, and is now developing 
EnviroPlan, an Environmental Strategic Plan 
that will guide our decisions and our actions in 
achieving this goal.

This new strategic plan will consider current 
and future environmental trends, new legislation, 
best practices in environmental management from 
other municipalities, fi nancial considerations, 
and coordination of City efforts with those of the 
public and other stakeholders. The goal is effective 

management of local environmental priorities, 
including corporate environmental impact.

 Areas the plan will cover include:
Habitat and biodiversity• 
Climate change and energy• 
Air quality, noise and light pollution• 
Water, wastewater and stormwater• 
Solid waste, materials and resources• 
Land use, transportation and development• 
Food and agriculture• 

Public consultation is a major component of 
the planning process. To date, an online survey 
and interactive Environmental Forum have been 
conducted. 

Future opportunities for input will be advertised 
on the City website and publications. For more 
information, visit www.portcoquitlam/enviroplan.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Port Coquitlam residents don’t have to travel 
far this summer to fi nd farm-fresh produce, 
baked goods, unique products and family fun. 

The fi rst-ever Port Coquitlam Farmers 
Market will set up in Leigh Square (between 
McAllister and Wilson Avenues), on Thursdays 
from 3-7 p.m. from June 25 to Sept. 17. 

Presented in partnership with the successful 
Haney Farmers Market, it will feature fresh 
produce, baking, preserves, pickles and chutneys, 
jewellery, art, children’s activities, cooking demonstrations and local 
entertainment. Each week will also have a different theme (below).

For information about the market, visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/arts, 
www.haneyfarmersmarket.org or call 604-927-8400 or 604-467-7433.

Weekly themes
June 25: Opening event at 4:30 p.m., with carrot cake, a marching band   

                    and drummers. 
July 2: Kids’ Day – featuring youth craft and produce vendors.
July 9: Pirate’s Day – come dressed as a pirate! Judging at 5 p.m.
July 16: Celebrate blueberries, and visit the Ask a Gardener table.
July 23: B.C. fruit arrives, and visit the Ask a Chef table.
July 30: Heritage Day – celebrate spinning, weaving and produce.
 Aug. 6: Bring a cookbook to exchange; book signing by local author.
Aug. 13: Learn the health benefi ts of eating local.
Aug. 20: Garlic festival, with a cooking demonstration at 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 27: Prizes for best-dress dog; doggy parade and judging at 5 p.m.
Sept. 3: Tomato festival, with displays of heritage tomatoes.
Sept. 10: Contest: tallest sunfl ower or biggest sunfl ower head. 5 p.m.
Sept. 17: Bring a donation for the food bank; watch belly dancing.

FARMERS MARKET 
KICKS OFF JUNE 25



Canada Day – Tuesday, July 1 at Lions and Castle Parks
Fishing Derby at Lions Park – 8-11:30 a.m.: Children 

age 12 and younger can test their fi shing skills and win prizes. 
Lots of family fun, plus a pancake breakfast available on-site, 
served by the Lions Club.

Canada Day at Castle Park – noon-dusk: These 
free festivities begin with opening ceremonies at noon 
followed by local talent in the community showcase, an 
international bazaar, children’s activities, concessions, 
evening entertainment and a fi reworks fi nale at dusk. Parking 
restrictions will be in effect from 4 p.m. to midnight.

Cinema Under the Stars – Fridays at local parks
A 26-foot-tall silver screen will be traveling around the City, 

so pack up a picnic, a blanket and your family and head to the 
park for some free family fun. Local student demo reels will 
kick off the screening.

July 10, 9 p.m. – Sun Valley • (Shrek)
July 24, 9 p.m. – Castle • (The Princess Bride)
Aug. 7, 8:30 p.m. – Gates • (Lord of the Rings: 
Fellowship of the Ring) 
Aug. 21, 8:30 p.m. – Robert Hope • (Kung Fu Panda)

In the event of rain, fi lms will be moved to the following 
Friday, or to a school nearby. Call 604-927-8400 for locations. 
Films subject to change; check the website or call to confi rm. 
Please note: some fi lms are not appropriate for small children.

Visual Art Exhibits at Leigh Square
June 6-Aug. 16: Not Just Faces by Suite ‘E’. A display of 

other favourite subjects by a life drawing group.
Opening Reception: June 4,  7-9 p.m.• 

June 27-Aug. 16: Illumination by Artist in Residence 
Bert Monterona. Monterona’s paintings and tapestries are 
surreal explorations that bridge indigenous, technological, 
spiritual, cultural and political themes. 

Sunny Days at Leigh Square – July 19, 4-9 p.m. 
Local bands play to raise funds for cancer research at Leigh 
Square bandshell, including Paranormus, WhiskyJack, Late 
September, Grand Theft Radio, Oral Compensation, Lillix.

Family Fun in the Park – July 10 and Aug. 21
Free, held in conjunction with Cinema Under the Stars.
July 10 at Sun Valley Park

6-7:30 p.m. – Theme swim • 
7:30-8:30 p.m. – Firefi ghter visit• 
7-9 p.m. – Children’s activities in the park• 

Aug. 21 at Robert Hope Park
1-5 p.m. – Theme swim • 
6-7:30 p.m. – Family Splash Dance • 
7:30-8:30 p.m. – Firefi ghter visit, children’s activities• 

Live @ Leigh Square – 
Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Free entertainment by 
local talent is presented 
at the Leigh Square 
bandshell. Note: fair 
weather only.

July 4 – Brandon • 
Chalmers and the 
Arbutus Collective 
(folk)
July 11 – Project • 
Garage (various youth 
bands)
July 18 – David Anthony Project (acoustic pop)• 
July 25 – Immersion (jazz), and opening act by Zoe Pitt • 
and Shawna DeRuiter (dance)
Aug. 1 – Legal Limit (classic rock)• 
Aug. 8 – Carolyn Stewart Band with Christina Alconcel • 
and Stef Lang (blues and pop rock)
Aug. 15 – The Stockmen (original roots rock); Kevin • 
“Friday Night Special” Roberge (rock/country); and 
Hailstorm (rock)

Music in the Park – Sundays, 2-4 p.m. at Lions Park
These free Sunday afternoon concerts will feature some of 

B.C.’s fi nest artists. Note: fair weather only.
July 5 – Fera (country)• 
July 12 – TBA (world)• 
July 19 – Santa Lucia (Latin funk)• 
July 26 – Copper Sky (Celtic) • 
Aug. 2 – Jazz Con Brio (jazz)• 
Aug. 9 – Samworth, Tung & Dhillon Trio (world) • 
Aug. 16 – Crossroads Hospice Showcase (various)• 
Aug. 23 – Hot Club of Mars (swing) • 
Aug. 30 – The Wind Whistles (folk pop)• 

Summer Heritage Walks – Thursdays
Free, presented by Port Coquitlam Heritage & Cultural 

Society. Register at 604-927-7611. 
Rain or shine.
North side (meet at Kinsmen Hall, Coquitlam Ave.)

July 16, 10 a.m. • 
July 30, 6 p.m. • 

South side (meet at Terry Fox Library)
Aug. 13, 10 a.m.   • 
Aug. 27, 6 p.m.   • 

Shaughnessy Underpass Murals – Mondays, 1-7 p.m. at 
the Outlet

Artist in Residence Bert Monterona will be working 
with youth and community members to paint murals on the 
Shaughnessy Street underpass throughout the summer and 
early fall, as part of the Necklace Project, an inter-municipal 
collaboration for public art in Metro Vancouver. 

Drop by the Outlet Mondays from 1-7 p.m. to participate 
and create a legacy of public art for the community. For more 
information or other dates, call 604-927-8400.  

BC-Jeongju Hanji Cultural Arts Festival – Fibre, 
Naturally – Aug. 22-Sept. 13 at Leigh Square

Aug 22, 2-4 p.m.: opening reception and wearable art 
fashion show in Leigh Square, with Korean music and 
performances. Guests encouraged to wear wearable art. 

Based on the tradition of making paper with the bark of 
a mulberry tree (hanji), 
modern Korean artists 
make not only 
beautiful papers, 
but also paper 
yarns, and 
fabrics using 
silk, cotton, 
or linen warp 
and paper weft. 
Celebrating the 
International Year 
of Fibres, this exhibit 
features wearable art and traditional and contemporary fi ne 
fi bre craft, complemented by hanji-inspired artwork created 
by various artists in Metro Vancouver.

Beanstalk Folk Fest – Aug. 29, 12-9 p.m. at Leigh Square
This free folk festival in Leigh Square, organized by 
community members, is intended to bring people together, 
create friendships and promote live music. Come for 
great music, great people and great atmosphere! For more 
information, visit www.myspace.com/beanstalkfolkfest.

The Parks and Recreation Department is now 
recruiting volunteers to assist at the Farmer’s Market, 
special events, tots and childrens camps, and more.  

For more information or an online application form, 
visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/volunteer.

Want to get involved in your 
community? VOLUNTEER!

www.portcoquitlam.ca
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Add some sizzle to
Once again, Port Coquitlam’s Summer 

in the City festival will fi ll your summer 
with arts, culture and entertainment.

In its second year, the festival brings together 
a wide variety of new and existing community 
events and activities from June through August, 

featuring local musicians, artists, craftspeople, 
farmers, vintage cars, popular fi lms and more. 
Most events are free.

For more information on summer activities, 
pick up a Summer in the City booklet at City 
facilities or go to www.portcoquitlam.ca/arts.

your summer!

WHAT DOES PORT COQUITLAM’S HERITAGE MEAN TO YOU?
When you think of Port Coquitlam’s heritage, what springs to mind? Is 

it people, places, buildings, landscapes or memories? The red brick on City 
Hall or the salmon that run through our streams? The railroad, the rivers or 
the trails? How about Terry Fox? 

All of these can be seen as important elements of our heritage. As 
the City begins development of its fi rst Heritage Strategic Plan, or 

PoCo Heritage Strategy, we want to know what is important to you. 
This strategy will guide Council’s future decisions by defi ning the City’s 
vision for heritage and setting out guidelines for how we recognize and 
conserve our heritage resources.

Watch www.portcoquitlam.ca/heritagestrategy for more information and 
upcoming public events, or email your ideas to planning@portcoquitlam.ca.



www.portcoquitlam.ca

Summer 2009                                                                                   Update                                                                     City of Port Coquitlam 

Your grant is just a click awayYour grant is just a click away
 Claim your Home Owner Grant online:
www.portcoquitlam.ca/e-hog

EXTENDED  HOURS AT CITY TAX OFFICE
 JUNE 26 TO JULY 2: 8 AM-5 PM

CITY OF PORT COQUITLAM PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2009
To avoid penalties, Port Coquitlam property owners must 

ensure their property taxes are paid by July 2 – even if they 
have not received a tax notice.

Late payment penalties: A 5% penalty will be added to 2009 current 
property taxes outstanding after July 2, 2009. A further 5% penalty 
will be applied after Aug. 17, 2009.

1. PAY AT YOUR BANK
Save time. Pay your taxes and other bills while 
banking.

2. PAY BY PHONE OR INTERNET
Check with your bank or credit union to see if it 
offers this service. You can also claim your Home 
Owner Grant at www.portcoquitlam.ca/e-hog.
3. *PAY BY MAIL
Mail your cheque or money order to City of 
Port Coquitlam, 2580 Shaughnessy Street, Port 
Coquitlam BC  V3C 2A8.
4. *24-HOUR DROP OFF
Drop your payment in the mail slot to the right of the 
main entrance to City Hall.

5. *PAY IN PERSON
 Bring your payment to the Tax Offi ce on the main 
fl oor of City Hall from Monday to Friday (excluding 
statutory holidays), 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Extended 
hours from June 26 to July 2: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please 
be prepared to wait in line. 
6. FOR NEXT YEAR
Consider joining our Pre-Authorized Payment 
Plan for property taxes and utilities. More 
information is available from the Tax Offi ce 
(604-927-5425) or www.portcoquitlam.ca/papp.

* Cheques post-dated up to July 2, 2009 accepted.

Credit Card Payments: The City of Port Coquitlam 
does not accept credit card payments for property taxes 
or utilities.

Six ways to pay your property taxes in Port Coquitlam

To many of us, the most anticipated 
document in the budget is the list of 
capital projects to be constructed in our 
community each year.  

Preferred projects by the residents 
are often recreational in nature, or they 
address a problem such as transportation 
or safety. This year, the City of Port 
Coquitlam is spending $75.6 million on 
various capital projects, including the 
Coast Meridian Overpass.

After funding the Coast Meridian 
Overpass in 2009, the City has dedicated 

the remaining capital funds to the upkeep 
of our large assets and infrastructure.  

2009 capital projects include:
Coast Meridian Overpass            $50.6M
Water systems                       $3.2M
Equipment replacement                  $2.7M
Hyde Creek Rec Centre repairs           $2.4M
Sewer system replacements 
  and upgrades                                    $1.8M
Roads and drainage upgrades                 $1.4M
Information Systems infrastructure  $1.4M
Various parks infrastructure                      $1.2M

CAPITAL PROJECTS FOR 2009

The City of Port Coquitlam recently adopted its 2009-2013 Financial Plan, a critical planning 
document that outlines City spending and revenues for fi ve years. The City’s goal throughout the 
process was to meet the City’s commitments with the lowest possible impact on taxpayers. 

Factors affecting the 2009 budget
Mandated payroll increases and police infl ation costs.• 
Revenue losses and cost increases related to the economic downturn, including:• 

reduced development revenues, ·
reduced investment income, and ·
increases in the cost of recycling due to the global  recyclable market.  ·

Funding of a share of nine new RCMP offi cers, part of the City’s long-term commitment to • 
reducing the offi cer-to-citizen ratio.
Costs relating to the Coast Meridian Overpass (a commitment the City entered into prior to • 
the economic downturn), which amount to a $34 tax increase in 2009.

Measures taken to reduce the impact on taxpayers
Revenue enhancements, including new RCMP fees and increases in • 

        engineering fees, recreation fees and parking fees    $185,600 
Utilizing funds from 2008 surplus      $142,000• 
Delay fi lling a vacant manager position in Development Services   $120,000• 
Reduced infrastructure funding envelopes     $119,500• 
Other cuts and deferments         $55,000• 
Reduced overtime costs         $20,500• 

        Total:  $642,600

After these measures were taken, the City’s 2009 budget included a 6.9% property tax 
increase, which amounts to $110.30 for an average single-family home assessed at $493,000. 
The combined increase to utility charges (water, sewer and garbage) came to 8.7%, or $60.66. 
Included in that fi gure is a $12 garbage levy increase, which is substantially lower than 
neighbouring cities.

2009 tax and levies for average single family home (assessed at $493,000)

Planning for 2010 and beyond
The 2010-2014 Financial Plan process has already begun, with a core services overview to 

look for opportunities for savings and effi ciencies. As we look to the future, key considerations 
include making sustainable reductions that don’t damage the City’s long-term fi nancial position, 
and the need to save for the future replacement of aging infrastructure such as roads and sewers. 

Public input will be sought in a variety of ways, including meetings (see below) and online 
surveys. Watch www.portcoquitlam.ca/budget for opportunities.

2008 2009 $ Change
 Property Taxes $1,598.55 $1,708.85 $110.30

Utilities             Water Levy $274.03 $306.50 $32.47*
Sewer Levy $255.91 $272.10 $16.19*

Garbage Levy $164.30 $176.30 $12.00
 Total Utility Charges $694.24 $754.90 $60.66

   * includes a 1% increase to pay for future utility infrastructure replacement.

YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK

2009-2013 FINANCIAL PLANNING PROCESS2009-2013 FINANCIAL PLANNING PROCESS

PUBLIC INPUT NEEDED FOR 2010-2014 FINANCIAL PLAN: 
July 18, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers, Port Coquitlam City Hall

Attend our fi rst public input session for the 2010-2014 Financial Plan to let Council know where 
you want your taxes to go and how much you want to spend on City services in 2010. For more 
information, contact Theresa Flynn, Budget Offi cer, 604-927-5486 or budget@portcoquitlam.ca.

Services Provided to our Community 

Source of Funds for City Services

Projects                               $78.2 M
Parks and Recreation     $13.2 M
Water & Sewer              $12.6 M
Public Works              $11.5 M
Police                                $11.1 M
Savings for
     capital   improvements     $9.1 M
Fire                                            $7.3 M
Corporate Services                    $4.3 M
Development Services    $2.2 M
Administration                 $2.1 M
Debt repayment                $0.8 M
   Total: $152,448,100

Taxes                                    $42.3 M
Savings withdrawals              $35.5 M 
External capital funding  $32.4 M 
Debt proceeds                              $11.2 M 
All other revenue                $8.8 M 
Water fees                         $7.6 M
Sewer fees                               $6.8 M
Recreation fees                $4.0 M 
Garbage fees                          $2.2 M
Investment income          $1.6 M
   Total: $152,448,100

Artist’s rendering 
of the Coast 
Meridian Overpass
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY CONTACT  604-543-6700
BEAR AWARE HOTLINE    778-822-BEAR
BUILDING PERMITS & INSPECTIONS  604-927-5444
 24-Hour Request Line   604-927-5445
BUSINESS LICENCES    604-927-5238
BYLAW ENFORCEMENT    604-927-5440
CEMETERY     604-927-5251
COMMUNITY POLICE STATIONS
 3312 Coast Meridian   604-927-5451
 2581 Mary Hill Road   604-927-2383
DOG LICENCES     604-927-5425
EMPLOYMENT INQUIRIES   604-927-5479
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COORDINATOR 604-927-5466
FACILITY BOOKINGS    604-927-7903
FIELD CLOSURES    604-927-5455

FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES   604-927-5466
Emergency Calls Only   9-1-1

GARBAGE/RECYCLING COLLECTION  604-927-5488
HYDE CREEK RECREATION CENTRE  604-927-7946
LEIGH SQUARE COMMUNITY ARTS VILLAGE 604-927-8400
MAYOR & COUNCILLORS   604-927-5410
OPERATIONS (Drainage/fl ood control; roads & lanes; sanitary, sewer; sidewalks, street lighting 
& traffi c; signal outages, traffi c inquiries, water system) 604-927-5488
 Emergency – After Hours   604-543-6700
POLICE (RCMP)      604-945-1550
 Emergency Calls Only   9-1-1
PORT COQUITLAM RECREATION COMPLEX  604-927-7970
PROPERTY TAXES & UTILITY PAYMENTS 604-927-5425
VECTOR CONTROL (Pest Control)   604-927-5447 
WILSON CENTRE (Seniors Centre)   604-927-7970

GET CITY INFO FIRST
Are you a City Facebook fan yet? Approximately 
1,000 people have signed up as fans of the City’s Facebook page, giving 
them access to regular updates on City news and events. 

Other online sources of up-to-date City information include our Twitter 
updates and our website, www.portcoquitlam.ca, a comprehensive source 
of City information.

You can also sign up to receive our E-Update digital newsletters, which 
deliver a variety of City information to your inbox once a month. Just 
click the E-Update links on the City website to sign up.

Don’t waste a    

What are you doing to conserve 
water this summer?
Saving water not only safeguards the environment, but it also protects your 
pocketbook from rising utility bills. Here are some ways you can help protect this 
precious resource:

Follow the sprinkling regulations from June 1 to September 30:
Sprinkling is only allowed from 4-9 am and 7-10 pm.

Wednesday & Saturday: EVEN-numbered houses• 
Thursday & Sunday: ODD-numbered houses• 

Be water-friendly outdoors:
If washing your car, use a bucket and hose with automatic shut-off nozzle. • 
Sweep sidewalks and patios rather than hosing them off.• 

Be water-friendly indoors:
Do only full loads in the washing machine and dishwasher.• 
Turn off the tap when not in use, and install low-fl ow plumbing fi xtures (fi nd out • 
about our rebate program at www.portcoquitlam.ca/green).

DROP!DROP!DROP!DROP!
CMO push-launch continues over summer

Construction of the Coast Meridian 
Overpass (CMO) reached another milestone in 
June, with the record-breaking push-launch of 
a 125-metre-long section of the bridge that will 
link the two sides of Port Coquitlam.

The push-launch process uses hydraulic 
jacks to push the fi ve sections of the deck 
structure – each the size of a Canadian football 
fi eld – into place on rollers. Each installed 
section becomes a platform for the installation 
of the next piece. 

The push-launch completed in June is the 
longest push-launch to date in B.C.

The three remaining push-launches will 
continue through August, followed by 
installation of deck panels and railings, 
pouring of the deck slab and other works.

The City’s largest-ever transportation 
project, the 580-metre-long CMO will feature 
four lanes, sidewalks and bike lanes when it 
opens in early 2010. For more information, 
visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/cmo.

Nominate for the Pride of PoCo Garden Awards
Have you noticed a striking residential garden or innovative business landscaping in 

our community? Nominate them for the Pride of PoCo Garden Awards before July 17! 
Conducted by the PoCo Garden Club and City of Port Coquitlam, the annual awards 

recognize gardens that beautify our community with creative plant and fl oral displays. 
Nominations will be accepted before July 17 for single-family and multi-family 
residential gardens, business landscaping, and balcony gardens with curb appeal. 

Any Port Coquitlam resident or business can be nominated, 
and winners take home prizes from local gardening 
retailers, Art Knapp Plantland & Florist or 
Meadows Landscaping. Winners will be 
announced at the Sept. 14 Council meeting. 

Nominate your favourite garden online at 
www.portcoquitlam.ca/gardenawards, 
or pick up a nomination form at all civic 
buildings and garden supply businesses 
in Port Coquitlam. You can also place 
nominations through 604-927-5480 or 
millerd@portcoquitlam.ca. 2008 residential garden award winner.

The BEAR facts...
• Nine bears were killed in Port Coquitlam last year after they 

became habituated to human food sources, such as garbage.

• There were more than 800 bear sightings in Port Coquitlam 
last year – up from 224 in 2006.

Urban bear activity is increasing because of encroachment of their • 
natural habitat and the availability of garbage and other unnatural 
food sources.
Help stop bears from developing a taste for human food sources, • 
which puts both the bears and our community at risk. 
Keep your garbage, fruit trees, bird feeders and other attractants out of the reach of bears, • 
especially during the summer.
Call Port Coquitlam’s Bear Aware hotline at • 778-822-BEAR to report sightings, get 
information or arrange a free presentation to your group.
Find out more: • www.portcoquitlam.ca/bears.

It’s everyone’s responsibility to be Bear Aware

Are you fi lling your green waste cart 
with both yard and kitchen waste?

Are you getting the most use out of your green waste cart? Since July 2008, Port Coquitlam 
residents have been able to put compostable kitchen waste – such as vegetable/fruit scraps and 
coffee grounds – into their green waste carts for year-round pickup.

Statistics show that from the program’s start on July 15, 2008 until May 31, 2009, residents set 
out 6,151 tonnes of garbage for collection, compared to 6,627 tonnes during the same period the 
previous year. While that’s a 7% reduction, there’s still room for improvement – a Metro Vancouver 
study reports that compostable kitchen waste makes up 16.5% of our garbage. 

Benefi ts include less garbage going to the landfi ll and lower disposal costs for taxpayers. It’s 
simple to take part. Just collect kitchen waste in a lidded pail under the sink and empty it in your 
green waste cart when full. For details, visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/greenwaste.
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