


About the Home Owner Grant
To help us process your payment faster:

Complete your Home Owner Grant application in full, if you are eligible. • 
Missing information may delay processing and could result in late charges.
If you are 65 years of age or older, please ensure your birth date is included • 
on the application.
You must complete a new Home Owner Grant application each year• .

Explanatory notes – Home Owner Grant
BASIC GRANT: For applicants under 65 years of age. If the current year tax is less 
than $920, the Home Owner Grant is the amount of the current year taxes less $350. 
If the current year tax is $920 or more, the Home Owner Grant is $570. The minimum 
tax payment required from applicants under 65 is $350.
ADDITIONAL GRANT: For applicants 65 years of age or older, or in receipt 
of an allowance under the War Veteran Act or Civilian War Related Benefi ts 
Act, disability assistance, hardship assistance or a supplement under the BC 
Employment and Assistance for Persons with Disabilities Act, or a person 
with disabilities under the regulations. If the current year tax is less than $945, 
the Home Owner Grant, inclusive of the additional grant, is the amount of the current 
year taxes less $100. If the current year tax is $945 or more, the Home Owner Grant, 
inclusive of the additional grant, is $845. The Home Owner Grant is reduced by $5 for 
every $1,000 of residential assessed value in excess of $1,050,000.
These notes are intended for general guidance only and are subject to the detailed 
provisions in the Home Owner Grant Act and regulations.
To obtain the grant, complete and submit an application form. If you qualify for the 
additional grant (see below) and wish to obtain it, you must complete the box on 
the application form that best describes your qualifi cation and provide the required 
information and forms.

Who may qualify?
You may qualify for a Home Owner Grant if:1. 

You are an owner (as defi ned in the Local Government Act and the Taxation • 
(Rural Area) Act, which includes a lessee under a registered lease of 99 years or 
more who is required to pay the current year taxes); and
you are a permanent resident of B.C. or a Canadian citizen; and• 
you occupy, as your principal residence, the dwelling described on your • 
application form.

You and your spouse together may qualify for only one grant on one residence in 2. 
British Columbia in any one calendar year, even if you live in separate residences 
(unless you are legally separated and provide a copy of the Separation Agreement).
If you are the spouse, child, grandchild, parent, brother or sister of a qualifying 
deceased owner, you may be eligible for the grant in the year of the owner’s death 
if the home is currently your principal residence, and was your principal residence 
prior to and at the time of the death.

4. You may qualify for the Additional Grant if:
you are over 65 (please state your birth date on the application form); or• 
you have a permanent disability, or are the spouse, child, grandchild, parent, step • 
parent or person standing in the place of a parent, grandparent, brother or sister 
of a person with a permanent disability who resides in your home (complete the 
required forms, which are available from the City Collector).

The City Collector or Grant Administrator may require any documentation 5. 
considered necessary to confi rm your eligibility.
Corporations are not eligible for a grant unless they qualify as owners of eligible 6. 
buildings, land cooperatives or multi-dwelling leased parcels, as defi ned in the 
Home Owner Grant Act. Such owners must use the prescribed Form A, available 
from the City Collector at City Hall, 2580 Shaughnessy Street or 604.927.5425.
If an owner is unable to apply in person, the owner’s committee or a person 7. 
appointed in writing as the owner’s attorney (Power of Attorney) or authorized 
representative (Representation Agreement) may apply on behalf of the owner.
To avoid penalty for late payment of your taxes, you must apply for a grant on or 8. 
before the tax due date of July 2, 2010 (you may apply before the tax due date 
even if you are not paying your taxes before the due date). 

    A grant for the current tax year may not be allowed if an application for the grant 
is delivered to the City Collector later than December 31 of that year. Extensions 
of one year may be allowed. For more information, contact the City Collector at 
604.927.5425 or taxes@portcoquitlam.ca, or visit www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/hog.

BE BEAR SMART
and stay safe!and stay safe!

Port Coquitlam 
is bear country.

Follow the Solid Waste Bylaw bear regulations to 
protect your home and neighbourhood:
LOCK IT UP: Secure your garbage and kitchen 
waste carts in a wildlife-resistant enclosure (e.g. 
garage or shed) or by using a City-approved 
wildlife-resistant lock.
SET IT OUT: Cart set-out times are between 5:30 
and 7:30 am on collection day.

Visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/bears or call 
604.927.5446 for more information about being 

bear smart and the City’s bear regulations.

Report bears eating garbage or acting 
aggressively to the Provincial Conservation 
Offi cer Service at 1.877.952.RAPP (24-hour 
hotline) or www.rapp.bc.ca. If the bear poses 
a threat to public safety, call 911.

CAUTION

IN AREA

Learn how to get healthy at 
www.pocomotion.ca

The City of Port Coquitlam’s 
newest online offering – 
www.pocomotion.ca – 
aims to show local residents 
just how easy it is to get healthy and to stay that way. 
An initiative of the PoCoMotion program, the website 
is a comprehensive resource of health, fi tness and 
nutrition information and tips.
At www.pocomotion.ca, residents can:

discover simple ways to incorporate more activity • 
into their day,
see how various activities – from yoga to • 
housework and video games – translate into the 
10,000 steps per day that are recommended for a 
healthy lifestyle,
learn the easiest ways to quit smoking or lose • 
weight,
learn easy ways to make their family’s diet healthier,• 
learn how to create a healthier workplace, • 
check out various City initiatives related to health • 
and wellness, and
fi nd links to a variety of other online resources.• 
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It’s required. If you undertake work without a permit, 1. 
you might be required to tear it all down and start all 
over with proper permits.
To ensure you meet BC Building Code requirements 2. 
for fi re safety, structural support, soil and foundation 
strength, energy effi ciency, plumbing, electrical, 
water conservation, trip and fall prevention etc.
To save money. If you start construction without a 3. 
building permit, it’s going to cost you much more in 
additional building permit fees, additional business 
licences fees, additional drawings, redoing work…
To ensure all buildings and structures, renovations, 4. 
alterations, additions, decks, mezzanines, retaining 
walls, accessory buildings, swimming pools, 
carports etc. comply with required setbacks from 
your property line, height, fl oor area and other 
regulations of the Zoning Bylaw.
To enable your commercial tenants to get business 5. 
licences. Tenant premises must comply with the 
City’s regulations and BC Building Code before 
receiving a licence.
To give you the assurance that your contractor is 6. 
doing the work you are paying for, helping you avoid 
unscrupulous contractors or shortcuts in their work 
that might affect your investment or safety.
To keep your insurance agent happy.7. 
To maintain value: buyers will avoid purchasing 8. 
buildings with unauthorized construction. 
To keep on good terms with your neighbours.9. 
To get good advice from the City’s helpful Building 10. 
Division staff. 

How do you get a building permit?  
Apply at City Hall – come to the Building Division in 
the City Hall Annex at #200-2564 Shaughnessy Street 
(above Bank of Montreal). For more information, visit
www.portcoquitlam.ca/building or call 604.927.5444.

                                 REASONS TO GET A 
BUILDING PERMIT BEFORE YOU BUILD
TOP 10

Back for its second year, the 
Port Coquitlam Farmers Market 
is Thursdays, 3-7 pm in Leigh 
Square from May 20 to September 
16. Along with fresh vegetables, 
fruit, baking and crafts, there will be 
interesting and exciting themes planned for 
each week. Meet the people behind the foods and 
products, learn about their passions and support buying local! 

For information, call 604.927.8400 or visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/events.

THE FARMERS 
MARKET IS BACK!

May 20: Celebration Day• 
May 27: Gardener’s Market• 
June 3: Art at the Market• 
June 10: Kids’ Day • 

June 17: Barbeque in the • 
Sculpture Yard 
June 24: Cookbook Exchange • 
& Ask a Chef Table

Time to nominate your favourite garden
Do you have a favourite local garden? Make sure to nominate it for the 
2010 Pride of PoCo Garden Awards before the deadline on July 16!
Conducted by the City of Port Coquitlam and the PoCo Garden Club, the 
annual awards celebrate the efforts of our local gardeners to build PoCo 
Pride, respect the environment, and promote the beautifi cation of our 
community. Any Port Coquitlam resident or business may be nominated. 
Nomination forms are available at local garden supply businesses, City 
Hall and at www.portcoquitlam.ca/gardenawards.
Submit your nomination by calling 604.927.5480, faxing to 604.927.5408, 
emailing millerd@portcoquitlam.ca or sending/dropping off to City Hall 
(2580 Shaughnessy St., Port Coquitlam, V3C 2A8).

ARE YOU 
AND YOUR 
FAMILY 
PREPARED 
TO SURVIVE 
ON YOUR 
OWN FOR 
72 HOURS?

If disaster strikes, emergency services and utilities 
may not be available for at least 72 hours. Get 
prepared by taking the City’s free Emergency 
Preparedness courses, offered throughout the year. 
The next round of courses begins in September.  
Visit www.portcoquitlam.ca/ep or call 604.927.5466 
for course details, and to learn more about the 
Are You Prepared? contest, which offers great prizes 
for residents who are getting prepared in 2010.

How to stay connected!

www.portcoquitlam.ca: The City’s 
website is a comprehensive guide to 
City services, news, programs and 
activities, as well as time-saving online 
programs, including:

PoCoMAP interactive mapping tool• 
Community Calendar – City events, • 
meetings and public input sessions
Council meeting agendas and minutes• 

Online Payments – renew dog and • 
business licences 
Electronic Home Owner Grants – claim • 
your annual grant online
Service Requests, Complaints and • 
Compliments – online form and 
department contact details 

www.experienceit.ca: Registering 
for recreation programs is simple and 
convenient at our online registration site. 
You can also learn about programs there.
www.pocoyouth.com: Includes a range 
of information for youth. 

E-Updates: Sign up for email newsletters 
at www.portcoquitlam.ca/e-update to 
get info about community events, input 
opportunities, programs and services. 
Facebook and Twitter: Stay up-to-date 
by following our posts on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/PortCoquitlam) and
Twitter (www.twitter.com/CityofPoCo). 
Our Facebook 
page also features 
information about 
events, services, 
programs, initiatives and web links. 


